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Feature length articles for the CSSR bulletin should between 3,000 and 3,500 words including Notes and References. Shorter essays are published when appropriate. Articles should be composed in Microsoft Word using 12-point, Times New Roman font, and double-spaced. For style, spelling, and punctuation, consult The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th edition (2003); The SBL Handbook of Style (1999); and Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th edition (2005).
TITLE

All titles are to be in bold letters, centered and properly capitalized.

AUTHOR
Following the title, but separated by one line, should come the author's name and information, centered and listed as follows: 

Scott S. Elliott, Graduate Division of Religion
Drew University, PO Box 802, CM 1934, Madison, NJ 07940
sellliott@drew.edu
BODY OF THE ESSAY

The essay proper follows the author's name and information, separated by one line. A number of important style matters deserve special attention: 

USE OF SUBHEADS

The titles of subheads should be properly capitalized, bold, centered on the page, and set off from the preceding and following material by a double-spaced return. The first sentence following a subheading should not be indented. Essays should not begin with a subheading, and the use of second-level subheads is discouraged. If used, second-level subheadings should be properly capitalized, centered, italicized, and set off from the preceding and following paragraphs by a double-spaced return.
QUOTATIONS

1. Longer quotations (five or more typed lines) should be typed double-spaced, 12-point font, indented on the left and the right, and with no quotation marks.

2. Quotations should be reproduced exactly as in the source, with errors indicated by [sic].

3. Use brackets [ ], not parentheses ( ), to enclose material interpolated into a quotation.

4. Use three spaced periods ( . . . ) to indicate omissions within a quotation, four spaced periods (. . . . ) for omissions that include a sentence period. See The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th ed. (2003), 11.57. DO NOT USE MICROSOFT WORD AUTOMATIC FORMATTING.
5. Translations of all biblical quotations should be identified using the proper abbreviation. See The SBL Handbook of Style (1999) 8.2.
ITALICS IN THE TEXT

1. Place titles of books and periodicals in italics, but not series titles (e.g., Anchor Bible).

2. Do not italicize books of the Bible, but do italicize titles of other ancient works.

3. Do not italicize foreign words or abbreviations now in common English usage or familiar in the field of religion (e.g., et al., inter alia, bhakti, kerygma), but do italicize unfamiliar foreign words and phrases.

4. Use italics for emphasis sparingly. 

ABBREVIATIONS

1. Common abbreviations may be used (e.g., viz., cf., etc.). See the lists in The Chicago Manual of Style, chapter fifteen, and The SBL Handbook of Style, chapter eight. Use OT for Old Testament, HB for Hebrew Bible (preferred), and NT for New Testament. 

2. Books of the Bible should be abbreviated when used with chapter and verse reference in a parenthetical reference (e.g., Matt 5:16), but spelled out otherwise (e.g., “In Matthew 5:16, it states....”). Follow The SBL Handbook of Style on these matters, not The Chicago Manual of Style.

3. Omit periods between capital letter abbreviations (e.g., US, not U.S.; CE, not C.E.; BCE, not B.C.E.).

4. In deciding whether to abbreviate titles of other common or ancient works, keep in mind that the bulletin is an interdisciplinary journal. What is common knowledge in one field may not be in another.

5. The initial reference to contemporary works should give the full title. Subsequently, a shortened form of the title will suffice. 

6. The bulletin spells out words in a few cases (e.g., numbers below one hundred; percent instead of %; eighteenth instead of 18th). 

TRANSLITERATIONS

Transliterate words in other alphabets, following whatever system is prevalent in your discipline. Transliterated words and phrases should be accompanied by English translations, at least at their first occurrence.

CAPITALIZATION

In general, follow The Chicago Manual of Style for the rules and exceptions in capitalizations. Many words that are often written upper case can and should be written lower case. Examples: biblical, christological, church, rabbinic, eastern religions, the ancient Near East, etc.

NUMBERS

On how to list page numbers in the body of the essay, in documentation, and in Notes and References, see The Chicago Manual of Style 9.62-64.

CITATIONS IN THE ESSAY

Documentation should follow The Chicago Manual of Style author-date (in-text) system. At the point where the documentation is desired, enclose in parentheses the last name(s) of the author(s) or editor(s), the year of publication, and any page reference(s). The author's name should not be used if it is obvious from the text. No comma should appear between author and year. For works with more than two authors or editors, use “et al.” after the first author/editor. Separate multiple references within parentheses by a semicolon when commas are also used within a reference. Citations should be inserted after the closing quotation mark but before the period (but after the period in block quotations). If it is unclear from context which book under review is being cited, include the author’s last name followed by the page reference without additional punctuation. All works thus cited should be listed at the end of the article under “References,” as indicated below.
EXAMPLES: The point is made clear by one of the books this essay considers (Johnson 399). This has been argued again (Smith 1995, 36-50); or, This has been argued recently by Joan Smith (1995, 36-50).
NOTES

Endnotes, if needed, should be used sparingly, and then only for substantive comments, not for documentation. Notes should appear immediately after the body of the essay.
REFERENCES

The author should provide a list of all works cited or referenced in the article. This is not to be a full (or even select) bibliography. It should document only the most directly relevant sources. References should appear at the end of the article, following the bold, centered heading “References.” 
2. How to Cite the References at the End of the Essay


A. After endnotes (if any), under the bold, centered heading “References,” list in alphabetical order the authors of works cited in the text as documentation, giving for each entry the author(s) or editor(s) (provide full first name whenever available), followed on the next line by year of publication, full title of publication, edition (if other than first), number of volumes (if more than one), series (if any; if so, provide number in series), place of publication (followed by a colon), and publisher.


B. For translated works, add “ET” after the year of publication.


C. To distinguish two or more works published by the same author in a single year add “a,” “b,” etc. (following the alphabetical order of each work’s title), after the year of publication both in the References and in the body of the essay.

EXAMPLES:
Wilensky, Mordecai


1991

Hasidim and Mitnaggedim. 2nd ed. Jerusalem: Mosad Bialik.

Rendtorff, Rolf

1990 ET
The Problem of the Process of Transmission in the Pentateuch. Trans. by J. J. Scullion. JSOT Supplement Series, 89. Sheffield: JSOT Press.

Cort, John E.

1995a
Defining Jainism: Reform in the Jain Tradition. Toronto: University of Toronto, Centre for South Asian Studies.

1995b
“The Rite of Veneration of the Jina Images.” In Donald S. Lopez, Jr. (ed.), Religions of India in Practice, 326-32. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Jost, Walter, and Wendy Olmsted (eds.)

2000
Rhetorical Invention and Religious Inquiry: New Perspectives. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

Henking, Susan E.

1993
“Placing the Social Sciences: Cases at the Intersection of the Histories of Disciplines and Religion.” CSSR bulletin 19, 116-24.

3. A Special Note on Internet Resources
Use of websites and other Internet resources is strongly discouraged unless absolutely necessary. If used, authors should provide the same information when documenting an online source as they would for a print publication (to whatever degree possible), along with the URL and the “accessed on” date. If an author is not clearly identified, the owner of the site can be substituted. If necessary, use an endnote. See The Chicago Manual of Style 17.234-237.
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